THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

therefore returned to Palitana, only just in time to arrive
there before Wakhatsinhji with his army arrived to invest
the fort. The attack was conducted with vigour, and
Palitana was seriously damaged by Wakhatsinhji's artil-
lery; but he failed to obtain an entrance and marched
away to ravage the surrounding country. Gariadhar was
plundered, and the army afterwards returned to Bhav-
nagar.

But Wakhatsinhji was allowed little time for reflection
or peace, and the following year (A.D. 1796) found him
still fighting strenuously, this time with Nawab Hamed
Khan of Junagadh and his former Kathi foes. Mamaya
Dhankhado, brother of Bhola Dhankhado of Rajula, who
had been defeated by Wakhatsinhji in A.D. 1784, became
dissatisfied with his condition of complete subjection to
Bhavnagar and besought help from the Nawab, offering
by way of inducement to make over to him a share in
the town after the Bhavnagar troops should be driven
out. Hamed Khan had long regarded Wakhatsinhji as
a powerful rival, but had not yet been able to try conclu-
sions in war on a big scale with him on account of the
disorders in and about Junagadh, which prevented him
from paying much attention to matters which did not
directly concern him. He now saw his way to send a
small force to Rajula, and when this was repulsed he
augmented it with a further two thousand men, and by
dint of numbers succeeded in driving out the defenders
and occupying the fort. On hearing of the fall of Rajula,
Wakhatsinhji immediately despatched a considerable force
to recapture it, ordering troops from Mahuva to co-operate
in the attack. As a result, before reinforcements could
arrive from Junagadh, the Nawab's forces were driven out
and Rajula was again occupied by Wakhatsinhji's men.

Hamed Khan now became seriously agitated, and
determined at all costs to defeat Wakhatsinhji and regain
his prestige. He therefore collected as large an army
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